
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Centre for Proper Housing of Ruminants and Pigs in collaboration with the 

Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL) offers a Master’s thesis on: 

 

“Can straw or compost satisfy the rooting 

motivation of fattening pigs?” 
 

 
 

Pigs are highly motivated to root, but commercial housing conditions do not provide adequate rooting 

materials to fulfill the pigs’ behavioral needs. The aim of this master project is to assess whether a 

rooting area with different substrates (straw, compost) can satisfy the motivation to root in fattening 

pigs. You will be working with pigs housed under different conditions in our experimental barn and 

conduct behavioral tests such as conditioned place preference tests to evaluate individual rooting 

motivation. This project will demonstrate if rooting motivation can be satisfied under commercial 

housing conditions, and whether compost might be a more adequate rooting substrate than straw. 

 

Qualifications 
 Biology or Agronomy student 

 Passionate about applied ethology and animal behavior 

 Interest in working with pigs (no previous experience required) 

 Good skills in English and/or German 

 

The project will take place at the Agroscope research institute in Tänikon, Switzerland. Starting date is 

summer 2021 (negotiable). 

 

Contact 
Dr. Christina Rufener Dr. Mirjam Holinger 

Centre for Proper Housing of Ruminants and Pigs  Department of Livestock Sciences 

Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office FSVO  Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL 

Tänikon 1, 8356 Ettenhausen, Switzerland  Ackerstrasse 113, 5070 Frick, Schweiz 

Tel. +41 (0) 58 467 38 06  Tel. +41 (0)62 865 72 24 

christina.rufener@agroscope.admin.ch mirjam.holinger@fibl.org 

mailto:christina.rufener@agroscope.admin.ch
mailto:mirjam.holinger@fibl.org

